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Eight  years  later  the  Sultan  deteimined   that he
would sweep the defiant mountaineers off the face of
the earth.    An army of twenty-five thousand men
was despatched against the principality.  The decisive
battle took place not far from Podgorica.    But the
Turkish cavalry was useless in such a country.    The
small band of Montenegrins held their ground, the
enemy threw himself against their rocks in vain, and
the flower of the Ottoman chivalry was left dead on
the field.    Next year a still larger force was collected
by Arslan Pasha, and if wars were always decided by
mere numbers the fate of Montenegro would have
been sealed, for the invaders weic twice as numerous
as the  whole  population  of the  principality.     Six
months were occupied in skirmishes and ambuscades,
and it was not till the loth of September, 1613, that
the two armies met on the spot where Stanicha had
been  defeated  more than  a century   before.    The
Montenegrins, although assisted by some neighbour-
ing tribes, were completely outnumbered.    But their
valour and prowess were out of proportion to their
numbers.    Seldom have the Turks received so over-
whelming a blow.    Arslan Pasha was wounded, and
the heads of his second-in-command and a hundred
other Turkish officers were carried off and stuck on
the ramparts of Cetinje.    The Ottoman troops fled in
disorder;  many were drowned in the waters of the
Moraca,   many  more  fell   by  the  swords   of  their
pursuers.    No quarter was given.

Much light is thrown upon the condition of Monte-
negro at this period and the causes of its invariable
success in war even against fearful odds are explained